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The Journal of the Tamil Academy

OURSELVES

This journal is intended to represent the objects and
ideals of the Tamil Academy, and, in a measure, to
help it to realize them. For the present it will be
a quarterly publication, and the articles, will be
_ partly in English and partly in Tamil

Although it is the desire of the conductors of this
journal to publish it in Tamil only, such a course
would, for some time to come at any rate, be injurious
to the cause of Tamil in many ways. In the first
place, there are those, and they are not a few, who
can contribute very valuable articles in English
calculated to advance the interests of the Tamil
- language and widen its scope of wusefulness, and
those again who can bring so much of their faculty
of criticism and research to bear upon the study of
Tamil, but who will find it too great a strain to employ
that language alone as the medium of expression and
avoid English altogether.

Secondly, we feel constrained to express our convic-
tion that by no means an inconsiderable number of our
readers themselves will prefer articles in English on
subjects which may not admit of easy and lucid
expression in Tamil. This preference can only gradu-
ally disappear as they get more and more accustomed
to the expression in Tamil of ideas on such subjects.
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Then, with regard to the subject matter of the
journal, it is proposed to invite articles, original and
critical, on subjects of purely literary interest, as well
~as those tending to advance the study of Tamil. We
will here invite the attention of our readers to the article,
“Our duty to our mother - tongue,” published else-
where in these pages, as showing the great nced there

is for active and disinterested_ work in this latter
direction. )

A section of the journal will be devoted to the pub-
lication, in instalments, of classical works in Tamil
which have not yet been published on moden lines,

Thus, the journal will," in the main, represent the
general activities of the Academy, and serve as a gua-
rantee to the public of the good work which the Aca-
demy hopes to be able to do in the cause of the mother-
tongue. We are glad to annournce that the Academy,
has, apart from the journal, already commenced the
publication of a few important classical works.

It is hoped that the journal will win the active .
support and encouragement of the public and live to
realise its great objects,

'THE TAMIL ACADEMY, MADRAS

(PAST HISTORY)

. The Tamil Academy was started in 1907, and the
first meeting was held at Thottokkady House, Poona-
mallee Road, Madras. Tt began its work with five
members on its rolls, of whom Mr. T, Ramakrishna Pillaj
was President, and Mr. C. R Namasivaya Mudaliyar,



Secretary. The object of this small body was to en:
courage the study of the Tamil classics, and so to
develop the Tamil language and literature as to bring
them up to the level of modern requirements. But this
ambitious programme was found to be impracticable
during the first stages of its career. A modest beginning
was, therefore, made by some of the members work-
ing for the improvement of the teaching of Tamil in
schools, with a view especially to remove the defects
due to the substitution of Tamil Composition in place
of the Tamil Texts and Grammar in the courses of
study. After some time, the . need was felt for an
enlargement of the scope of its labours. With this
end in view, it was reconstructed on the 12th of
December 1912, and placed on a broader and firmer
basis. A new programme of work was drawn up.
Under the new scheme several lectures were organized
and they were delivered under the auspices of the
Academy at the Tondaimandalam High School, George.
town, Madras, and subsequently at its temporary pre-
mises No. 254, Mint Street. The nature of its new acti-
vities demanded the taking of yet another step in
advance, which, its members believed, was calculated to
strengthen its hands and ensure its permanent useful-
ness. After much deliberation, the Academy came to
the conclusion that it should obtain formal legal recogni-
" tion, and a resolution was duly passed in February 1915
authorising the Secretary to get it registered under the
Indian Companies Act. Soon after this decision was
arrived at, its attention was called to a notice appearing
in the Madras newspapers in which another body, ti]l
then unknown, bearing the same name and professing to
pursue the same objects, offered to give prizes and
medals to successful candidates in a literary contest of
its own. Further enquiries by the Secretary revealed
the fact that a member of the Academy who was



‘connected with it from its very inception and who
seemed to take an active interest in it as a member
of the Executive Committee, availed himself of the know-
ledge he possessed of the details of its work, its methods
and its objects, to bring into existence an association
under the same name and on the same lines, but with
some further additions, making provision for a Chan-
cellor, Vice-Chancellor, Rector and Proctor and a
Senate of the Academy. Indeed, this new Academy
was registered after the resolution was unanimously
passed by the members of the original Academy to
register it. As a result of this discovery, some corres-
pondence ensued, especially as the methods adopted
to bring into existence another institution with exactly
the same objects in view did not commend themselves to
all the other members. The Academy is, however, glad
to announce to the public that the new association
altered its name, and the old institution, that for nine
years was doing its work silently, was registered in April
last. The Academy is indebted to the Honourable
Mr. Justice T. V. Seshagiri Ayyar, one of its Vice-
Presidents, for all the trouble he took to bring about this
result.

The public will be glad to know that there are
at present on the rolls of the Academy, 50 members. The
Academy has been holding its meetings at the residence
of the Honourable Mr. Justice T. V. Seshagiri Ayyar,
Egmore. A number of lectures was, during the last
term, delivered by well-known Tamil Scholars, and they‘
were well appreciated. A course of lectures is being
organised for this term, and it is in the programme
of our coming work that publications calculated to
impart knowledge on useful subjects should soon be
issued. The Executive Committee consists of the
following gentlemen :—-



:

President :

Dr. Sir S. Subramania Aiyar, LL. D., Kt., C. I. E,

Vice-Presidents :

Dewan Bahaduf P. Rajaratna Mudaliyar Avl,, C. 1. E.
Hon. Mr. Justice T. V. Seshagiri Aiyar Avl.
Rao Sakib T. Ramakrishna Pillai Avl, F. R. H. §.

Secretary:
M. E. Ry. C. R. Namasivaya Mudaliyar Avl.

Treasurer:

M. R. Ry. C. Jayaram Naidu Garu.

Other Members :

1. Hon. Mr. Justice T. Sadasiva Aiyar Avl,
Dewan Bahadur.

2. Rao Bahadur A. C. Pranatartibara Aiyar Avl, 1. s. 0.
3. Prof. Rao Sahib S. Krishnasawmi Ayyangar Avl,, M. A.,
E. R B.S.

4. M. R. Ry. S. Anavaratamvinayakam Pilla1 Avl,, M.A., L. 7.
5. ' T. T. Kanakasundaram Pillai Avl., B. a.

) 6 - T. Chelvakesavaraya Mudaliyar Avl., . a.

i 7. - C. N. Saravana Mudaliyar Avl.,, 1. A.
8. ’ T. V. Venkatarama Aiyar Avl,, B.a,, B, 1.
9. ’ K. 5. Gopalacharivar Avl.

The Academy would earnestly request the
co-operation of the Tamil public, and ask those who
have the leisure and the means to encourage the
Academy in its work by joining it and rendering their
active help.

¥ [ieprinted from the Madras Mail,
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OUR DUTY TO OUR MOTHER-TONGUE
By Rao Bahadur A. C. Pranatartihara Ayyar, 1. S. O.

I must begin by an apclogy for my advocacy, in
English, of the cause of Tamil addressed mostly
to Tamilians. When a few years ago I had to go to
North India, I was the guest at Agra of an Indian
gentleman, who held a high place under Government.
We were talking together when, as the mail-time was
approaching, I craved his permission to write a short
letter to my son in Madras. He saw me writing the
letter, and asked in astonishment why I was writing to
my son in English.. I felt abashed and told him that it
was the fashion with us. He turned sharply round
and said, “Look at this letter which I have received
to-day from my son; it is in Hindi; I should be ashamed
if it were not in his mother-tongue.” The Madras fashion
still continues, and I write in English, partly because of
this fashion — otherwise why should this journal be
partly English? — and partly because of my own diffi-
dence — I have to admit it with shame-— of Tamil
scholarship. '

When on another occasion I was up in the north
and in the company of certain prominent Englishmen, it
‘was remarked that, in regard to education, Madras was
at least ten years ahead of other provinces in India. In
Madras, the ayah and the ‘boy’, the coachman and the
syce, the peon and the maistry and, much more, the
shop-keeper and others with whom the Englishman
had anything to do, understood and spoke some English.
Was there such progress made elsewhere? That is the
standpoint from which progress in education has been
judged, and is still being judged, not only by English-
men, but by a large number of educated Indians as
well.  In Madras, only that man is commonly called
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‘educated’ who has received his education, of whatever
quantity and quality it may be, in English; and a Pandit
or a Sastri is not included in the category, unless a
veneer of some English has been given to his learning.

This erroneous view is due to the educational system
prevailing in India, and to the undue prominence which,
under that system,is given to English. If the material
and moral progress of a country is the work of education,
that education should be imparted in a form which will
make it the most easily assimilable. Of all paths which
lead to knowledge and culture, the mother-tongue is the
easiest and most direct. In any scheme of education,
therefore, whether elementary or secondary, whethédr
general or technical, whether humanistic or realistic
the mother-tongue should be the medium of instruction.
But unfortunately it is not, except in the earliest stage.
In the later stages, where there should be more and
more insistence upon the facts of knowledge than upon
words through which those facts are communicated and
learnt, English is the medium of instruction, and all
the evils have been established of having to learn things
through the medium of a foreign language.

We owe much to English which gives ready access
to all the vast intellectual wealth which all the wisest
nations of the earth have created and hoarded.” And
we have our gratitude to Lord Macaulay on whose
strong advocacy English came to be taught in schools
and through it the literature, arts and sciences of the
West. Butit was hoped, when this course was adopted,
that people thus educated would recognise their duty to
theiriless educated countrymen and carry their torches
of knowledge to them. It was hoped that from these
torches would be lighted others made of indigenous stuff
and that the light would at no distance of time spread



8

tar and wide. But eighty years have gone by and these
hopes have been but poorly realised. The individual
lights of the West have for the most part shone, so long
as they shone, each —to use a Tamil simile —in its own
narrow-necked pot—without throwing far its beams.
The educated men have, with a few exceptions here and
there, helped themselves and helped the Government in
its work of administration; but the ignorance of the
people has not been appreciably removed. Out of every
one hundred males in this Province only thirteen are
literate in their mother-tongue; and of these thirteen,
not one has as yet a knowledge of English; of whatever
nature that knowledge may be. And this after eighty
years of prominence given to that language at the
expense of the Vernacular in our educational system!
Much store was set by the theory of filtration when this
system was introduced. But knowledge to filtrate must
be given a form suitable for filtration; in other words, the
medium through which it has been received by the few
must be changed for the medium through which it is to
be communicated to, and received by, the many. This
is the work of Government in the Educational Depart-
ment. But English education is the only passport to
public service, and the educational policy of Government
~is in pursuance of the requirements of that service.
In the face of these discouragements, the market-
value of the Vernacular is low and it is not cultivated by
the people beyond the very elementary stage. The Ver-
nacular school-boy does not remain on the average more
than 2'17 years at school; and this is the amount of
education received by the thirteen male literates out of
a hundred in this Province — two years of school-life
and no more!

The development and continued growth of a spoken
language depend upon the amount of study given to it :
and that study is determined by the market-value it
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obtains. The present condition of the Tamil language
and literature is in evidence of this statement. The
language remains in much the same state in which it was
centuries ago in the days of the Samghams, and requires
to be brought up-to-date. Its vocabulary is limited and
does not satisfy modern requirements, especially in the
direction of material knowledge. It is both copious and
defective, and not, in respect to one group of ideas,
sufficiently differentiated, so as to express different
shades of thought and feeling. Our poetry is still cast
in the same old mould with its restrictions, among
others, of edugai (s1 gams) and monai (@rorar), and the
rules of prosody have to be greatly changed, so as to
make poetry less artificial and more natural and an easy
vehicle of high thoughts and noble sentiments. Of Tamil
prose literature, there was till recently nothing worth
the name, except the wrais (commentaries) couched
in hard pedantic language; and beyond this wainadai
(2wrman) and the current business form of writing,
there is no variation of style corresponding to varieties
of sentiment and dignity of subject matter.

The literature of a spoken language represents the
genius of the race speaking it and the lines on which
that race has made its progress; and the development
of this literature is a sine qua non for the further advance.
ment of the race. Tamil literature is rich on the
humanistic side, though even here, there is Improve-
ment required so as to bring it into line with modern
notions. On the realistic side, Tamil literature worth
the name is yet to be created; and it is on the cultivation
of this branch of literature that the material progress
of this country largely depends. If in this most important
respect, the tiny drops of filtration from the surface soil
occupied by English-educated Indians have not reached
the lower strata of society, it is because the only channef
2
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through which those drops can flow, wvis., the channel
of the vernacular, is practically closed.

It is said that, when the demand comes for this kind
of literature, the supply must also come, and that we
must wait for this demand. But what demand there
might be has been effectually stifled by want of encour-
agement from outside and by consideration of adjust-
ing want to actual supply. On the other hand, the
‘supply of such healthy and useful literature in the
vernacular would stimulate the demand; and if only
people had been given from the first a foretaste of such
literature, their interest in it would have been roused;
and the more the appreciaticn, the more the supply,
and the more the needed improvement of the language
and its literature and the more the educational, and,

consequently, the material and moral progress of the
country.

It is not that there has been no activity in the field
of Tamil literature, taken as a whole. Thanks to the °
prosperity of the country under the British rule and the
security enjoyed by the people, it would be unreasonable
to suppose that their minds do not turn at their leisure
to amusement or study and that this craving is not
satisfied in some form or other. The periodical publi-
cation by Government of catalogues of books published
in the presidency is a true index of the quality and
quantity of the mental pabulum furnished to the people.
1t shows indeed a considerable amount of literary activity,
but much of it is not of the right sort.  More than a third
of these publications relate to religion, of which, how-
ever, a very large number are of a questionably spiritual
nature, but passed under the name of religion. Ballad
songs (#4.5) describing in no decent language the love
scenes of Krishna and his Gopis, the amours of Ruk-
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mani and Satyabhama, the jealousies between the two
consorts of Subrahmania and such like matters, minis-
tering more to the lower than to the higher nature in man,
figure conspicuously in the list of these publications. As
to other publications of a purely literary nature, they
are, a large number of them, mere pamphlets or even
leaflets with now and then a novel appearing with plots,
such as those of detective stories, taken wholesale and
with very poor attempts at adaptation, from English
originals and written by men with no pretension to
scholarship. It is these books printed close on flimsy
paper and sold cheap, that, for want of better, are read
by the people. As to publications treating of arts and
sciences or of other matters tending to the improvement
of material knowledge, their number is not even one in
ten; and almost all of them are mere elementary things
intended for the use of school pupils. In this connection,
it may not be out of place to refer to a plea which is put
forth by Indian scholars for their inability to convey
science to the masses, viz., the difficulty of finding ver-
nacular equivalents for technical terms. A little reflec-
tion will show that this difficulty is more imaginary than
real. How did these terms come into the English lan-
guage itself ? They were cither made as the necessity
arose, or, if already made elsewhere, freely adopted.
It is an initial difficulty easily overcome. The terms,
if they do not already exist, may be created, with the
help of Sanskrit if necessary, so as to make them as
exactly significant as possible. Or the English terms
may be freely used for the present with their exact sig-
nificance defined in Tamil. The ideas are there and the
difficulty should not be for mere words to clothe them
in. In course of time, as the terminology gets improved,
the fittest will survive. The complaint is, if I may use a
homely Tamil saying, the cry for ghec with butter in
hand.
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It will thus be seen that what literary activity there
is in Tamil is much of it not of a healthy nature, nor
calculated to remove the ignorance into which the
people are deeply sunk. The remedy, and the only
remedy, for this state of things is, as I have already
stated, a radical reform in the educational policy of
Government and a larger use of the Vernacular both in
schools and public offices. The Indian educated public
must also wake up from the lethargy into which they
have so long fallen and co-operate by making the work
of reform easy for the Government by the production of
Tamil publications in those branches of knowledge
where the want of books is most felt.

I am glad that the vernacular has of late come
to have the recognition it deserves from the Indian edu-
cated public. Iam glad also that the larger use of the
vernacular as the medium of instruction in schools is
now engaging the attention of the Government of India.
Time was when what cry I raised in this respect was
a cry in the wilderness. In a lecture delivered by me
more than fifteen years ago before the Rajahmundry
College Association, I said in discussing our educational
policy :—

“The battle between humanism and realism on the field of
elementary education was tirst fought in Germauy

' and won for the
latter by the great Comenius,

; Siuce then bumanism has found a
strong refuge in Eurcpe in secondary education from which it has
not as yet been dislodged. The progress of

5 science, however, the
expansion of commerce, a

nd the ever widening sphere of art, have
given rise {o new demands which cannot be met by a purely literary

education. Germany has as usual taken the lead in meeting this
want, and, during the last seventy years, numerous schools of
“modern’ education have sprang up  all over that land. This
conflict is going on between the two opposite currents, and the éyes
of educational Europe are closely 'watching it. There are the
gymnasia of classical studies, (he realschulen of the opposite
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movement, and the real gymnasia representing the compromise
between both. We are so circumstanced, however, in [ndia that
we need not join in this war. Our youths have not the “ ascent
of Parnassus” to make, nor to feed with that object on “the asinine
feast,” as Milton calls it, “ of sow-thistles and brambles.” Macaulay
settled the question long ago for us, made English our classical
language and combined with it the science and arts of the West.
It would have been a blessing to our country if the vernacular
movement, headed at the same time by Hodgson and Adam, had
succeeded ; for then all the time and energy that our youths now
spend over foreign words could have been saved, and more of the
more needed foreign things acquired instead and made all our own.
Who knows what a revolution might not have come over the
country within these seventy years, if useful knowledge had from
the first been made procurable in the vernacular and within the
easy reach of all? But the golden opportunity has passed.”

If that opportunity has passed, another has now
presented itself, for the making up of past neglect. It
is understood that one of the objects of the present
visit of the Right Hon’ble Mr. Montagu to India is the
study of educational questions pertaining to it. If so, let
us hope that the false basis which has been given to our
educational system will be seen by him and that it will
be set right. It is not that we do not want English;
we cannot do without it; but we do not want for the
generality of us more than a good, working knowledge
of that language. We do not want that the “sow-thistles
and brambles” of Icelandic and Gothic, of Old English
and Middle English and of phonetics and philology,
should be given to most of our young men to feed on
and make themselves lean for useful work. On the
other hand, we want more prominence given in our
schools to the vernacular and more of its development
effected, so that it may form the chicf instrument of
thought, culture and knowledge, and accelerate the
progress of the country in all dircctions. Is this an

unholy wish?
A. C. PRANATARTIHARA
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Dravidian India—Thé Land of Poetry,
By Rao Sahib T. Ramakrishna Pillai Avl.

Dr. Miller writes—“ Whatever else she may have
wanted, India has never wanted poetry”. Of all India,
Southern India is pre-eminently the land of poetry—and
it is the romantic south that impressed Perri Loti, the
most popular living writer of France, more than any
other part of this vast continent; according to Kipling, it
is here that a great part of the poetry of dead India
lies. There is poetry in the ordinary daily concerns
of the Dravidians, The villager has his song when
he ploughs his fields. The hill woman has her song too,
when she pursues her avocations, in praise of her hills
and her home there. The hunter girl who scares away
birds with the sling from her father’s fields, sings her
song to while away her time, And there is the picotah
song of the gardener which every passer-by stops
awhile to hear and enjoy.  There is the song of the
weaver at the loom, that of the mother who lulls her
child to sleep on the cradle, There is also the song where
the woman expresses her grief for her lost husband or a
near relation, and there are the songs of the shepherd
who tends his flock, the cart driver who gets his inspira-
tion during moonlight nights, and sings his Themmangu,
literally, the flow of honey, which has a rhythm peculiarly
its own. There is the Kurathy’s lullaby when she does
the work of making tatto marks on the arms of young
maidens, and scores of others, each of which has a metre
peculiar to itself. They are mostly impromptu, and contain
not ‘merely the expression of thoughts nearest to the
subject, but of graver thoughts on the dignity and the
higher purpose of life.

Tradition says that Kamban, the great Ta;
travelled in Thondainady, the Chingleput District, and
he was particularly struck with the poetry of the
everyday life of the people of that country, It is said

mil poet,
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he was much pleased on one occasion with this couplet
in a Vellala’s well song - apbi&lefn@inBa ~srm@ Lol
£Q@r, and the fine thought imbedded therein. In another
place in Thondainadu, he was much moved by a shepherd
widow’s lament for her dead husband containing some
fine ideas, and especially the following little couplet in
that song:— '

RoQwear o g5 Osfleds srige
BoQever o GFreadsfil. B Guiraf@rr |

It is this pleasant feature in the life of the Dravi-
dians that moved the poet to sing thus :—

“ The strains of songs unwritten daily swell

“ The air; though rude, their music soothes the ear ;
“ The peasant, watering from the well his fields,

“ At early morn, sings of the dew that sleeps

“ Upon the tiny leaf, unconscious of

“ The narrow compass and the breeze that moves
“Tts leafy cradle, and he likens it

“ Unto the sea, that likewise hath no hounds,

“ The reaper, when the ears fall thick and fast,
“Sings of his fields, and likens them to lands,

“ That old books say with milk and honey flowed;”
“ Such artless simple lays they daily sing.”

I here subjoin a translation of a widow’s lament for
her dead husband, and let the reader see how bheautifully
some of the thoughts therein are expressed :~--

“ The world looks bright and fair, the fields
Are full of nering flowers that bloom
To cheer the eye and soothe the soul ;
And stay, O stay! in such a world,”
You said, oblivious of the life,
Wherein my path is strewn with thorns ;
And, doomed to never-ceasing gricf,
Each step I stoop to pluck life’s ills.
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Day follows night, light—darkness drear,
Sunshine relieves the heavy showers

From dark and overladen clouds,

And spring’s delights — the winter’s gloom.
But day and night, sunshine and rain,
Winter and spring, one endless bliss

They were, when life was full of joy,

And sadness never clouded it.

The days made bright our little home,
" The nights made it a haven of rest,
The rains gave life to our dear fields,
Sunshine lent them a golden hue,
Spring gathered all the ripened ears,
And winter garnered them in this
Our little hut, where all was light —
And darkness never crept in there.

But now, it is all gloom and shade.

My lord’s frail frame the fire consumed
But oh! he left a fire within,

Which day and night is kept aglow ;
Spring’s breezes fan the furnace there;
The autumn showers seem to me

But tears shed by a weeping sky,

And winter’s frost her silent sighs.

And in a crucible within,

Upon the ever-living flame,

The wakened memories of the past
Crowd in the little compass, where
The molten fluid never sleeps

But hissing ever me torments,

And bubbling oft bursts into tears,
And simmering flows in song at times,

T. RAMAKRISHNA,
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PERUNDEVANAR.

By Rao Sahib S. Krishnaswami Ayyangar, M. A.

This is a well known name in Tamil literature,
but it is not without considerable obscurity in respect
of the character for whom it stands. It provides a
very good illustration of the danger that lies in the
way of identifications from the mere sameness of the
name. The fact that so early as the age of the
Sangam the need for differentiation came to be felt and
that, among a number of names, one name Perundévan
got singled out as the man who put in Tamil verse
Bhiratam (Bhiratam-Padiya-Perundévanar) is certain
indication that there were already a number that went
by the name. This Perundévanar’s name occurs in the
so called larger Sinnamanir plates, and that has been
fastened on to equate this Perundévanar, the poet of
the Bharatam with the author of the Bharatavenba.
A whole system of chronology was based upon it,
which on examination collapses like a house of cards.
It would be worth while, therefore, examining how
many Perundévanars we happen to know in Tamil
literature and who this Perundévanar is, whose name
figures in the Pandyan copper plates found at Sinna-
manir. Perundévanar is a name which occurs pro-
minently in Tamil literature in four connections.
There is one Perundévan who is described without
any further attribute, and of him we have no more
than two poems, poem 83 of Narrinai and one poem
in Ahananiiru. There is very little known of him
besides the authorship of these two poems.

Another Perundévanar 1is referred to as one
who wrote the poetical Bhuratam in Tamil, and a
Bharatam-Padiya-Perundévanar is credited with the
poems in invocation to the eight collections that go

3
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under the name angam collections in orthodox
Tamil parlance. According to the late Pandit Narayana-
swami Aiyar of Kumbakonam, the few stanzas from
this Bharatam that are found quoted as illustrations
in various works are all in the metre of his .other
stanzas found in the Sangam collection. Of his work
Bharatam, these few stanzas alone are all that we
have access to at the present time. If ever we should
come upon the whole work, it will certainly settle at
least one very knotty problem in the chronology of
Tamil literature. The poems in invocation in the
various classics already referred to, have reference to
Vishnu, Siva, Ganésa, Subrahmanya, etc., so that this

poet does not appear to have been particularly sec-
tarian in his views.

The third celebrity of this name is the author of
what is now generally known as the Bharatavenba,
which makes a direct reference to a patron. This is
the Pallava King Nandivarman, victor at Tellaru to
distinguish him from other Pallava kings of the same
name. It is these two that have been equated without
literary warrant to make the existing confusion of
chronology worse confounded.

Another celebrity of the same name is 2 commenta-
tor and a disciple of Buddha-Mitra, the author of the
Vira Soliyam, a grammar of the eleventh century A. D.
According to the colophon of this work, Buddha-Mitra
was the governor of Ponparri under the Chola King
Vira Rijendra, A.D. 1063-1070, to which 1

1is own disciple
Perundévan wrote the commentary. There are other

Perundévans such as Kaduhu Perundévan, Kavisagara
Perundévan, etc., but of them we know next to nothing
to our great comfort in this connection, In regard to
the last name, various lines of evidence, internal to the
work and historical, leave no doubt as to his identity
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and to the period in which he flourished. The third one
seems also to allot himself to a particular time early in
the gth century A. D., possibly in the last years of the
previous century, as Nandivarman of Tellaru was in
-all probability the grandson of Nandivarman Pallava-
malla, Tellaru being a place some miles south of Tindi-
vanam. The main question in this particular connec-
tion is whether this Perundévan, the contemporary of
Nandi of Tellaru and the author of the Bharatavenba is
the Perundévan, the poet of the Bharatam, who composed
the various poems in invocation, which are included in
the collections that have come down to us of the Sangam
classics. In order to settle this question, it will not
do to put the cart before the horse, as has been done too
often with considerable show of authority. Here are
two distinct entities which have to be equated, and one
would expect some kind of lead before one takes the
responsibility of proposing the identity. There are
some considerations which have to be weighed before
even the possibility of this identification is suggested.
Who is this Perundévan? and why is it that he makes
the poems in invocation for these various collections?
Poems in invocation are made usually at the time the
collection is made, unless a commentary gets to be writ-
ten and perhaps then the commentator makes it. In this
case the occurrence of a stanza ascribed to him in the
compilation known as the Tiruvalluva Milai, which
puts him according to orthodox Tamil opinion on the
same footing as the authors of the Sangam classics,
whose name also figures there. That gives us the ulter-
ior limit of his age, as the age when the Kural received
the Sangam imprimatur under one Ugra Peruvaludi
according to tradition. The Ainguruniiru collection
was made by one Kudalur Kilar for his patron, the
Chéra, who is distinguished as the ‘Chcra of the elephant
look’ (Yanaikkat Chéy-Mandaram, Scral lrumporai), I
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is this poet that mourned the death of this Chéra in
poem 229 of the Purnaniiru collection. So then it is
clear, this collection was made in the reign of the Chéra
of the elephant look. We have shown elsewhere (vide
“ Beginnings of South Indian History”. Ch. V1) that
the contemporary Pandya of this prince was the Pand-
yan, victor at Talaiyalanganam. So far then at least
as the one collection Ainguruniiru is concerned, it is
clear that the collection was made at the time when the
Chéra of the elephant look and the Pandyan, victor at
Talaiydlanganam lived. Another. important collection,
which according to the colophon of the work (as yet un-
published) says that the collection was made for a
Pandya king by name Ugra Peruvaludi by a Brahman
Rudrasarman, son of Uppuri-kudi-Kilan, resident of
Madura. There is a tradition connecting this Rudrasar-
man with the commentary on the Iraiyanar Ahaporul
of Narkirar. The story is briefly, a number of commen-
tators set to work to comment upon this abbreviated
grammar and someone was wanted, who could express
an authoritative opinion as to which of the commenta-
ries had the approval of authorised usage. In the ab-
sence of anybody else, this Rudrasarman, a dumb child
of five was indicated by no less an authority than
God Siva himself, the supposed author of the work.
The story goes on to say that it was only two commen-
taries that stood this test. The commentary by Maru-
dan Ilandgan received occasional approval while that by
Narkirar received unqualified approval throughout.
Thus then tradition connects this Rudrasarman as a
young contemporary of Narkirar and s Managan both
of them, contemporaries of the Pandyan of Talaiya-

langanam, whom they celebrated in 3 number of poems

ascribed to them, and forming part of Purananiiru
U A i B : ’

* Ilanagan has no poem on this Pandyan as such, but Aham 31;‘I_3ura,m 55
and Narrinai 39 seem to indicate him clearly, l



21

Ahananiru and works of that connection. So this
tradition takes us back to the collection of the Ahané-
nuru either to the reign of the Pandyan at Talaiyalan-
ganam himself or to a successor immediately following
him, whom we shall have to call, according to this, Ugra
Pandyan, in whose time the Ahanantru collection was
made.

According to the traditional account of the Sangam
as embodied in the Iraiyanar Ahaporul and by the
commentator of the Silappadikdram, those monarchs,
who took active part in the third Sangam, were the line
of rulers beginning with Mudattirumaran, who lived at
the time of the floods to Ugrap-Peruvaluti (the great
Pandya Ugra). We have on a former occasion (vide the
Augustan Age of Tamil Literature in Ancient India)
indicated that this Ugra Pandyan must be the same as
the Pandyan, victor over the Aryan army, whose name
figures in the Silappadikaram, for the reason that as both
the Silappadikaram and Manimékhalai quote from the
Kural even with acknowledgment, the Ugra Pandyan
before whom the Kural received the Sangam imprimatur
must be one at least slightly anterior to them. The
other reasons I have given in some fulness in my
Augustan Age of Tamil Literature. This seems to find
some confirmation from the fact that Narkirar’s com-
mentary on the Iraiyanar Ahaporul, as it is handed
down to us, contains a number of quotations from the
Kural. We shall probe this question further before we
either give up this identification or postulate a second
Ugra Pandyan. That this Ugra Pandyan, contemporary
of Rudrasarman, in whose court the Ahananuru collec-
tion was made, was slightly posterior to the Pandyan of
Taliyalanggnam is the point that we are making out just
now. It is this battle of Taliyglanganam, the translation
of the Mahabharatam and the establishing of the an-
gam that are brought into connection in the Sinnamantr
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plates. This connection has led to the inferences refer-
red to at the very beginning of this essay. The late
Mr. Venkayya in his report for 1907, says “a few of the
facts mentioned in the Tamil portion of the Sinnamanitr
plates are of very great importance to the student of
Tamil literature, namely, the victory at Taliyalanganam,
the translation of the Mahabharata into Tamil and the
establishment of the college of poets at Madura. Though
mentioned along with events of a more or less mythical
character, these three facts must be historical and have
to be treated as such. According to Tamil literature the
victory at Talaiyalanganam was achieved by a Pandya
king named Nedunjeliyan against two kings and five
tributary chiefs. This victory was considered such an
important event of his reign that the attribute ‘who
gained the battle at Taliyalangdnam’, became attached
to his name in later times. It is perhaps an accident
that these three facts are mentioned together and
at the end of the long list of achievements of Pandya
kings. We have no reason to suppose that the
events are mentioned in chronological order or that
the three last took place in one and the same reign.
There is a tradition that Perundévanar, who composed
the Tamil Bharatavenba, was one of the poets of
the last Madura College (Kadaichchangam in Tamil).
If there is any truth in this tradition, the reference
to the Tamil translation of the Mahabharata made
in the larger Sinnamantur plates may be to his
work. But Perundévanar refers as his patron to a
Pallava king, who defeated his enemies at Tellaru
(Annual Report for 1898-99, paragraph 16). If
this Pallava king is identical with the Nandippot-
taraiyar ‘who defeated his enemies at Tellaru’ and
whose inscriptions have been found in the Tamil
country, Perundévanur must belong to the second
half of the 8th century. And if it is to his transla- -
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tion of the Mahabhirata contained in the Bharatavenbs
that the Sinnamaniir plates refer, there is no ap-
parent reason why the achievement is assigned to
Pandya ‘kings who had passed away before the first
historical person mentioned in the genealogy. It is
just possible that the events took place during the
reign of some king or kings, whose names the com-
poser of the inscription deliberately wished to avoid
mentioning. In support of this conjecture, we have
no evidence at all at present and it must, therefore,
be supposed, at least provisionally, that the Tamil
translation of the Mahabharata here referred to is
earliar than Perundevanar’s version. The foundation
of the Tamil Sangam at Madura is the last of the
three achievements and refers probably to what is
known in Tamil literature as the third Sangam (kadai-
chchangam). If the date assigned in the sequel for
 Arikésarin Maravarman is correct, the last Madura
College must have come into existence prlor to the
middle of the 8th century A.D.”

Neither in this report nor in the one for the
following year he submitted to the Government did
Mr. Venkayya pursue the matter further to its legiti-
mate conclusion. As to when exactly and where we
are entitled to look for the Pundya who did thesc
glorious things, we have examined the whole question
in some detail in the ‘Beginnings of South Indian
History’ in chapter VI, sections 2 and 3, and have
found that for the Pandya who instituted the Sangam,
we have to go back very early, as indeed the nscrip-
tional reference does actually give us a hint in this
direction. The expression used there is that these
events took place in the remote past, which indeed
would actually warrant more than the inference thar
the Sangam must have taken place before the Sth
century. The angam as such finds reference in Namhbi
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Andar Nambi’s Tiruttondar Tiruvandadi in connec-
tion with Kulacchirai. Tirumangai Alvar has a couple
of references where he speaks of his own poem as com-
posed in the Tamil of the Sangam. The more modern
stanzas in the Iraiyanar Ahaporul do contain in stanza
167 a reference to the Sangam, not as such but in other
words. So that the inference is that it was much
anterior to the writer of these stanzas. We get for that
modern author, who edited the Iraiyanar Ahaporul and
published it in its present form, an age of ten generations
on this side of the Talaiydlang&nattu Pandyan, but
earlier than those referred to in the Sinnamaniir plates,
as we have shown good reason for thinking so. Then
we shall have to go a little more than 300 years from
the earliest Pandya, that figures in these copper plates,
for the age of the Talaiyilanganattu Pandyan. There- -
fore the reference that joins in one statement the victory
at Talaiyalanganam, the translation of the Mahabharatam
and the establishment of the angam must be taken
. as having relation to a particular P ndyan, and that it
seems to us undoubtedly to be a reference to the
Pandyan of Talaiyalanganam, the contemporary and
friend of Narkirar. This would agree very well with
what we have already said of the collection of some
of the Sengam works, particularly the Ahananiru and
Aingurunuru, for which Perundévanar made the poems
in invocation. Therefore, the Perundévanar of the
Bharatam has to be referred to an age, which may be
slightly later, but which may appropriately be called
the age of the Pandyan, victor at Talaiyalanganam.
This Perundévanar and the author of the Bharatavenbs
were separated from each other by an interval of ltir.ne,
which may roughly be put down at about 4 centuries,
and, therefore, the two cannot be identified with each
other and must be regarded as two distinct entities
in Tamil literature,

S. KRISHNASWAMI AYYANGAR, M. A.



The Tamils

Eighteen Hundred Years Ago.
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CHAPTER L
INTRODUCTION.

EIGHTEEN hundred years ago, the most powerful
and civilised empire in the known world was that of
Rome. Under Trajan, the last of the great Roman
conquerors, it had risen to the zenith of its power,
and embraced a great portion of Europe, and all
those parts of Asia and Africa which lay around the
Mediterranean Sea. In the east, the vast Empire of
China had attained its greatest expansion under the
kings of the illustrious Han dynasty and extended
from the shores of the Pacific Ocean to the Caspian
Sea, and from the Altai mountains to the Himalayan
range. Between these two Empires lay two kingdomse-—
Parthia and Gandhara. Pacorus, king of Parthia ruled
over Parthia Proper, Media, Persia, Susiana and Ba-

bylonia. Kanishka, the leader of the Sakas, who had
" emigrated from the central table-land of Asia and
overthrown the Bactrian Empire, was king of Gan-
dhara, and his dominion stretched from Bactria to the
Central Himalayas, and from the river Oxus to the
river Jumna. FEast of Gandhara and south of the
Himalayan range was the ancient empire of Magadha.
then ruled by the Maha-karnas, who belonged to the
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great tribe of the Andhras. The small state of Malava,
founded by a tribe akin to the Andhras, on the
northern side of the Vindhya hills, had thrown off
the yoke of the Magadhas: and Parthian adventurers
‘held sway in the regions near the mouths of the Indus
and in Guzarat. In the Deccan, the basins of the
Mahanadi, Godavari and Kistna stiil formed part of the
Magadha empire, the southern boundary: of which
approached Tamilakam, or the land of the Tamils, in
the southern-most portion of the peninsula. Buddhism
was paramount, and non-Aryan races were in power,
almost everywhere throughout India. To the Aryan
races it was a period of humiliation, and to Brahminism
one of painful struggle for existence. When, in later
years, Brahminism was again favoured by royalty, it
appears to have exerted all its energy to erase every
trace of the rival faith and foreign dominion. Accor-
dingly we find that the Sanskrit literature of the first
century of the Christian era is now a perfect blank.
Curiously enough, a considerable portion of the Tamil
literature of that very period has come down to us,
almost intact, and reveals to us the condition of not
only the Tamils, but also of other races who inhabit-
ed the rest of India in that remote age.

The vast field of ancient Tamil literature is like
an unknown land into which no traveller hath yet set
foot. Many of the ancient classical .works in Tamil
have but recently seen the light. Hitherto they were
preserved in manuscript on palmyra leaves, and jeal-
ously hidden by those Pandits into whose hands they
had fallen. The archaic language in which they were
composed, and the alien religions they favoured, alike
prevented their becoming popular with Tamil students.
In fact some of them were forbidden in Tamil schools,
and Saiva or Vaishnava pandits deemed it an unpar-
donable sin to teach them to their pupils. Most of these
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manuscripts lay neglected in the libraries of Saiva or
Jain monasteries : and there they would have crumbled
to dust but for the enterprise of a few scholars who
have with considerable labour and research, rescued
most of them from oblivion and published them in
print.! Several valuable works however still remain
in manuscript, accessible only to a few individuals.

It is the general opinion of Western scholars that
there was no Tamil literature before the ninth century
A. D.2 But the fact appears to be that all that was
original and excellent in the literature of the Tamils was
written before the ninth century, and what followed was,
for the most part, but a base imitation or translation of
Sanskrit works. From a careful study of ancient Tamil
poems, I am led to think that some of the earliest works
were undoubtedly composed more than two thousand
years ago, and that the Tamil people acquired wealth
and civilisation at this early period by their commercial
intercourse with foreign nations such as the Arabs,
Greeks, Romans and Javanese. With the advance of their
material prosperity, there was a sudden stimulus to
their literary activity. The Augustan period of Tamil
literature was, I should say, in the first century of the
Christian era; and the last College of poets was then
held in Madura in the Court of the Tamil king Ugra (the
Terrible) Pandya. The works of not less than fifty
authors of this period have come down to us. Thesc

1. Foremost among these scholarsIshould mention Rai Bahadur C. W. Tha-
motharam Pillai, B.A., B.I.., who has published the whole of Tholkapivam with
the commentaries of Chenavaraiyar and Nachchinarkinivar and the Kalithoka.
by Nallanthuvanar : and Mr. Saminathier, Tamil Pandit, Kumbakonum College,
who has published the Paththuppattu, Chilappathikaram, and Purananuru. i
should not omit to mention also Mr. Shanmugam Pillai, Madras, who has very
pluckily brought forward an edition of the Manimekalai, although there is no
commentary accompanying the text.

2, Dr. Burnell in bis South Indian Paleography and Dr. Caldwell in hie
Introduction to the Comparative Grammar of Dravidian Languages, hawe
expressed this opinion.
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poets were of various castes and various religious persua-
sions, and belonged to different parts of the Tamil coun-
try. Some were Nigranthas, some Buddhists, and some,
of the Brahminic faiths. There were kings, priests, mer-
chants, doctors, farmers, and artizans among their
number. Amidst the gloom and uncertainty in which
the ancient history of the country is shrouded, the works
of so many authors of one age throw a flood of welcome
light. ,

The information afforded by these poems, regarding
the religion and social customs of the Tamil people,
would alone guide us to fix the probable date of this
literature in the earliest centuries of the Christian era.
For, we find from them that there were Buddhists in the
Tamil country, but they had set up no images of Buddha
ahd had no priests: there were Nigranthas who called
the Buddhists heretics, but who had not commenced the
worship of their Saints or Tirthankaras; there were tem-
ples dedicated to Siva, Vishnu and Subramanya, but there
were also other shrines in which. the worship of Indra
‘and Baladeva was continued ; there were Brahmins who
wore the sacred thread and called themselves the “twice-~
born”, but neither kings nor merchants sought this distinc-
tion; there were Tamils living in walled towns and
¢ities, but in some parts of the country they still led the
life of nomads and had no settled habitation.

An additional proof of the antiquity of the poems
above mentioned may be adduced from the fact that the
chief towns and seaports and the foreign merchandise of
the Tamil country, as described in these poems, corres-
pond exactly with those given in the works of Pliny

" and Ptolemy and in the Periplus Maris Erythreei. Pliny
died in 79 A. D.; and had completed his Natural History
two years previously. The unknown author of the
Periplus was a native of Egypt, and wrote his book after
the time of Augustus Casar, and before the kingdom of
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. the Nabathoeans was overthrown by the Romans. A more
definite indication of his date is furnished by his men-
tioning Zoskales as the king reigning in his time over
~ the Auxumitz. This Zoskales is identified with Za-Hakale
~ who must have been king of Abyssinia from 77 to 89 A.D.
We may conclude therefore that the Periplus was written
a little after the death of Pliny, between the years 80-89
A. D.! Klaudios Ptolemaios, or as he is commonly called
Ptolemy, flourished in Alexandria about the middle of
the secend century A. D, in the reign of Antoninus Pius,
and died in A. D. 163.2 These authors furnish much
interesting information regarding the Tamil people and
their foreign commerce. Ptolemy especially gives a long
list of the names of the maritime and inland towns.
Most of the sea-ports mentioned by him can be readily
identified from allusions to them in Tamil poems: but it
is not equally easy to trace the position of many of the
towns removed from the coast, because Ptolemy had
utterly misconceived the form of the Indian peninsula.
In his map of India he represents the sea-coast, from
near the modern city of Bombay to a point beyond
Masulipatam, as a zigzag line running from west to east,
and thus effaced the whole of the peninsula. Into this
distorted map he tried to fit in the mountains, rivers and
cities described to him, both by those who travelled
frequently from Egypt to India and by those who visited
Egypt from India. The names of the tribes and their
chief cities as given by him are, however, wonderfully
accurate, and give us some idea of the earnestness and
diligence with which he must have collected his
information. '

That Ugra Pandya and the last College or Sangha
of poets, belonged to a very early period may be infer-

1. McCrindle’s translation of the Periplus Maris Erythrxi, page 5,
.McCrindle's translation of Ptolemy’s Geographyv of India and Southern
Asia, page 1. Dr, Bbandarkar’s Early Histery of the Dekkan, page 20.
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red from numerous allusions in later Tamil works, of
which I shall mention only one here. In the commen-
tary to Iraiyanar Akapporul,® the author, Nilakandan _
of Muchiri, gives a briet account of the history of Tamil
literature and alludes therein to the last Sangha of poets
-at Madura, presided over by Ugra Pandya. "Every one
of the stanzas with which the author illustrates his com-
mentary contains the praises of the Pandyan king Nedu-
maran alias Arikesari, victor of the battle of N elveli, and
the king is described therein as alive at the time and
ruling the Pandya, Chera and Chola kingdoms, having
defeated and driven off the invaders who had come from
the north. From the Udayendram grant of Nandivar-
man Pallavamalla? I find that the famous battle of
Nelveli was fought between the Pandyan king and
Udayachandra of Kollapuram (Kolhapar) who was the
general of the Pallava king, Pallavamalla Nandivarman.
This Pallava King was contemporary with the Western
Chalukya king Vikramaditya II, who reigned from
A. D. 733 to 747 according to inscriptions in the
Chalukya country.® Nilakandan the commentator, who
praises Neduncheliyan the victor of N elveli, should have
flourished, therefore, in the earlier half of the eighth cen-
tury. It appears from his commentary that the works
of the Sangha poets were current during his time in the
form of collections or anthologies, such as Akam, Narri-
nai, Kurunthokai and Pathirruppathu. He quotes also
from the Chilappathikaram.” The Akam is a collection

1. See Thamotharam Pillai's edition of Iraiyanar Akapporul. The com-
mentator (Nilakandan) states that his interpretation of the rules of the Akap-
porul is that handed down through several generations from Nakkirar, one
of the poets of the last Sangha of Madura. He gives a list of the names of
teachers through whom the commentary was transmitted, bu

t it does not appear
to be a complete list,
2. Salem District Manual, Vol, II., p. 3%6.

3. See Indian Antiquary, Vol, NIIL,

. p- 23 and Dr. Hultzsch’s South
Indian Inscriptions, Vol. 1., p. 1435,
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- of 401 different pieces composed on various occasions by
" more than 200 poets. The Kurunthokai is a similar
collection from the works of 205 authors. The Narrinai
contains 401 verses composed by not less than 200 poets.
The Pathirruppathu consists of ten poems by ten diffe-
rent persons. I counted the names of more than 514
different poets in these collections taken together. The
number of these authors is so large that we may safely
assume that the oldest of them might have lived six or
seven centuries before the age of Nilakandan. This
would allow an average of about 100 authors per cen-
tury, which is by no means a small number. The Akam
contains many verses which allude to Karikala Chola
and the Chera kings, Athan and Chenkudduvan.? Ten
stanzas of the Pathirruppathu composed by Paranar, one
of the poets of the last Sangha, are in praise of Chenkud-
duva Chera.? It is beyond doubt, therefore, that Chen-
kudduva Chera lived long before the close of the eighth
century.

More definite information regarding the date of the
last Sangha is furnished by the allusions to historic per-
sonages which occur in the poems composed during the
reigns of the Chola king Karikala, his son-in-law the
Chera king Athan and the latter’s son Chenkudduva
Chera? alias Imaya Varman. The last mentioned Chera
King had a younger brother Ilanko-Adikal, who became
a monk of the Nigrantha sect. He was the author of a
long poem, the Chilappathikaram, * in which he relates
that at a certain festival held by his brother Imaya

1. Akam-Stanzas 55,.124, 396. This work is not published in print as yet,

2. Pathirruppattu, Stanzas 51 to 60.

3. Chilappathikaram XXI—11 to 15 and XXIX-—1 to 3.

4. This poem with the commentary of Nallar Adiyvarkku was published by
Mr. Saminathier in the year 1892. The aathor's name is not given, but he is
generally known by the title Ilanko-Adikal which signifies "' a Royal monk.”
In line 1 of the Pathikam or Preface to the poem, it is stated that he lived as a
monk in the Kuna-Vayil-Koddam (the East Gate Temple).
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Varman at the Chera capital, Gajabahu, the king of
Lanka attended with an unnamed King of Malava.?
This allusion to a king of Ceylon enables us to fix the
- date of Imaya Varman. In the long lists of the kings of
Ceylon preserved in Singhalese chronicles, the name
Gajabahu occurs only twice. Gajabahu I lived in the
early part of the second century A.D. and Gajabahu II
in the twelfth century.? If the latter was the king
referred to in the Chilappathikaram, Karikal Chola,
the grandfather of Gajabahu’s contemporary, Imaya
- Varman, should have lived in the eleventh or twelfth
century 4. D. But in many Tamil poems?® and inscrip-
tions on copper-platest recording the grants of Chola
kings- who lived in the tenth and eleventh centuries,
Karikal Chola I 5 is described as one of the earliest and
most remote ancestors of the Chola kings then reigning.
It is evident, therefore, that the Gajabahu referred to in
Chilappathikaram could not be Gajabahu II, but must
have been Gajabahu I, who was king of Ceylon from
about A. D. 113 to A, D. 125. .

The Chilappathikaram also mentions the fact that
Chenkudduva Chera paid a friendly visit to the King of
Magadha on the banks of the Ganges. It gives the name
of the Magadha king as Nurruvar Kannar or the “ Hun-
dred Karnas” and this expression was long a puzzle to
me, until it struck me that it was a translation of the
Sanskrit title “Satakarnin.” Several kings of the
Karna or Andhra dynasty bore the epithet Satakarnin,

1. Chilappathikaram, page 31 and XXX—160,

2. Mahawanso, Dipawanso, Rajavali and Rajaratnakari.

3. Kalingattu-parani Vikrama. Cholan-Ula Kulottunga-Cholan-Ula and
Raja Raja Cholan-Ula.

4. The copper-plates relating to the Chudamani Vihara at Negapatam, now
preserved in the town of Leyden in Holland. See Archzological Reports of
Southern India, by Dr. Burges, Vol. IV., p. 204, The plates recording
the grant of Udalyendra Mangalam, during the reign of Vira Narayana Chola.
See Salem District Manual, p. 369,

$. There were other Karikal Cholas after him,
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